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How ſhall we eſcape, if we neglect ſo great 
Salvation, which at the firſt began to be 
Spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed 
unto us by them that heard him; God 
alſo bearing them witneſs, both with 
Signs and Wonders, and with divers Mi- 
racles, and Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt; 
according to his own Will? 


N thc Beginning of this Chapter, the 
holy Apoſtle, with the greateſt Warmth, 
exhorteth the Hebrews, to whom he 
writes, to perſevere in the Faith ang 
Obedience of the Goſpel. By way of 
Motive he ſpeaks of the unavoidable Puniſhment 
they ſhall certainly incur who come ſhort of this 
ungueſtionable Duty; and here, inſtituting a Com- 

A pariſon 
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(4) Pp 
pariſon betwixt the old Oeconomy under che Law, 
and the new Diſpenſation. of the Goſpel, the 
Apoſtle argues from the leſs to the greater, I7 
the Word ſpoken by Angels was ftedfaſt, and the 
Angels did aſſiſt as Miniiters at the giving of the 
Law-at Mount Sinai, if this Nord was ſtedfaſt, 
and every Tranſgre//ion aud Diſobedience received a 
Juſt recompence of Reward ? How ſhall we eſcape, 
oC, | 
* The Words now before us abſolutely conſidered, 
contain a Deſcription of the bleſſed Goſpel, ot the 
Doctrine of the holy Religion we profeſs, that Do- 
&rine taught clearly by Chriſt and the A poſtles, 
and perfectly agreeing with what had been publiſh- 
ed to the ſame Purpoſe, tho* not with ſuch Plain- 
neſs, by the holy Men of God under the Old Teſta- 
ment Diſpenſation. More particularly we may 
notice theſe Things remarkable. Firſt, We have 
the Truth and Certainty of the Goſpel-Doctrine, 
* It was at the firſt ſpoken by the Lord, aud was con- 
rm d to us by them that beard him, God alſo bear- 
ing Witneſs, &c. Secondly, We have the excellent 
Nature of this Revelation, or the Benefits we rea 
by it. Tig the great Salvation. Thirdly, We have the 
unavoidable. Miſcry of ſuch as reject the ſame, How 
ſpall we eſcape if we negle® it ? Theſe are the Heads 
of Diſcourſe contained in the Verſes before us. And 
as they are never unſcaſonable, particularly when 
Infidelity and Irreligion does ſo much abound, fo 


we humbly conceive the diſcourſing of them a little, 


may not be improper on this Occaſion, as they 
do lay Foundation for the Exhortation we have in 
View. 1 Ins 5 8 
According then to the Method already propoſ- 
ed, rather following the Nature of Things, than 
: — 


CS) 

the preciſe Order in which the Words ly beſpr 
us, ; begin firſt, to ſpeak of the Truth of be Goſ- 
pel-Dogtine, the Cextainty ot our holy Religion. 
And this is made evident from three Topicks, 1ſt: 
It began to be ſpoken by the Lord, 2dly, It was 
confirmed to us by — that beard him. And, zu. 
God did bear them witneſs: All of theſe in Order: 

I. One Proof of the Goſpel-Dodrine, It begaw 
to be ſpoken by the Lord, Now this Aſſertion 
holds true in the ſtricteſt Senſe. The Son of God: 
pres ched the Golpel in the firſt Promiſe to our 
Af oſtate Parents in Paradiſe, before he preached; 
ir by the Types and Prophecies under the Law; yet 


rac Apoſtle 3 intends the clear diſtinct ample: 
Reyclation of the Goſpel in the Fulneſs of Time, 
when the Son of God: i in our Nature exerciſed” a 


perſonal Miniſtry on Earth, tcaching in the ſeveral 


Cities of Fudea 4 ay Galilee. No this is a Proof 


of the Truth of the Goſpel- Doctrine, That it firſt 
began to be ſpoken by the Lord, vhether we conſider 


his divine Perſon, or his high Office and Character. 


As to the Perſon, who he was? Fhe Apoſtle had- 


diſcourſed this Subject moſt elegantly in the pre- 


ceed ing Chapters of this Epiſtle. He tells us, God 
bad at laſt ſpołen to us by bis Son, who is the 
Brightneſs of his Father's Glory, and the expreſs 
Image of his Perſon, who upboldeth all Things by 


the Word of his Power ; and who is ſo far Shows: 


the Angels, the higheſt Order of Creatures, that he. 
is the Obje's of — 9 and Morſiup. He 


is then a Divine Perſon, and Truth it felt, bo fil | 


began to publiſh the Goſpel, and God is not 4 
Man that he ſhould lie. Indeed when the World 
was ſo deeply plunged into Darkneſs and Wicked 
neſs, as forced ſome of the moſt eminent anciene 

ning 
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Philoſophers, as Plato and Socrates, to acknow- 
ledge, that ſuch was the State of Mankind, that 
they deſpaired for ever of ſeeing the World reform- 
ed, without ſome extraordinary Aid from God 
himſelf, the Fountain of Light and Virtue ; at 
ſuch a Time, I ſay, twas worthy of God to ſtep 
in. Divine Goodneſs could not behold Mankind, 
the Flower of the Creation, lying in ſuch a com- 
fortleſs remedileſs State of Miſery, without afford- 
ing Means of Relief: No, he made Light to ariſe 
in our Darkneſs, came in Perſon to reveal his Di- 
vine Will. Jt was at firft ſpoken by the Lord. 

But then the Evidence does ſtill the more appear, 
if we conſider the Lord who did at the firſt preach 
the Goſpel, in reſpe& of his Character and Office; 
and ſo he was the promiſed Meſſiah, the very 
fame Perſon deſigned from the Beginning, and 
actually ſent by God for this very Purpoſe, that he 
might inſtra& the World in the way to Happineſs. 
Learned Men in many Treatiſes at great Length 
have conſidered the ancient Types and Predictions 
of the Old Teſtament ; they haveobſerved the ex- 
act Harmony and Accompliſhment of all theſe in 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, proving unanſwerably, as 
(a) Paul did for the Conviction of the Fews, That 
Feſus is the very Chriſt. 

Tis true the Scripture-Prophecies concerning the 
Aeſſiab are not all alike clear, and ſome of them 
have an immediate Reference to Perſons and Events 
at the Time when they were firſt penned. Infidels 
do mention ſome ſuch, and from thence very 
unfairly do argue, that the whole of what we call 
| | | Predictions, 


N | C — 
(a) Ads ix. 22. 


predictions, are ſo dark and doubtful, that they 
may be turned to any Senſe, or elſe that they had 
no further View than the Age of the Perſon who 


ſpoke them. But this is neither candid nor true 
eaſoning. Iis certain many ancient Prophecies 


concerning the Meſſiab, and accompliſhed in our 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt, are very clear, and can admit of 
no other Senſe but to point him out. What Meaning, 
for Inſtance, can that early Promiſe made to 
Abraham have, that in his Seed all the Families of 
the Earth ſhould be bleſſed, but to ſignify the Savi- 
our of the World, who was to take away the Dif- 
ference betwixt Fews and Gentiles > What Senſe 
can be fixed on many Paſlages of David's Pſalms, 
wherein he makes mention of one greater than him- 
ſelf, yea, of David's Lord, and this great Perſon, 
not only a Prophet, but a Prieſt 
Melchizedeck, and this Prieſt 'a King too, who 
was to reign til bis Enemies ſhould be made bis 
Footſtool > Let it be ſhowen, when under the Old 
Teſtament by God's Appointment the Kingly, and 
Prieſtly Offices were ever united in one Perſon > 
And yet here it was to be. I might here mention 
roo the Prophecies that relate to the Perſon of the 
Meſſiah, many of which were moſt evident; the 
Place of his Birth expreſly foretold to be Bethle- 
bem (6) ; his State and Condition low and afflicted: 
And could 1/aiah have ſpoke more plainly, had he 
lived in our Lord's Time, and with the Daughters 
of Jeruſalem had been locking on when Jeſus was 
bearing his Croſs to Golgotha, when he ſpoke theſe 
Words, (c) He was led as a Lamb to the Slaughter, 


fr ä — 


| (b) Mic, V. 2. (lg. liii. 2, 3s 3. | 


after the Order of 


(89 


ly, (d They pierced my Hands and iny Feet, gave wie 


Gall and Vinegar to drink, they parted my Garment; 


and 'caft Lots on my Veſture? All this looks liker 
Hiſtory of Facts when paſs'd, than Prophecies of 
Evetits to happen at a great Diſtance of Time. 
Jo theſe might be added the clear Preuictions re- 
lating to the Works the Maſſiab was to perform, 
and which were ſo evidently aecompliſhed in our 
Lord Jeſus, that the Multitude could put the 
Queſtion, When the Meſſiab comes, wil bo do grea- 
ter Norłs than theſe ? But I do not further mention 
Particulars. But muſt obſerve, before I paſs this 
Part of the Subject, that theſe many Predictions, fo 
clearly accompliſhed in ſeſus Chriſt, ſetve not only 
for Conviction of the eus, but are indeed an Ar- 

ment to all Men, of the Divine Miſfion of our 

aviour. Why, whatever be ſaid of the Books of 
the Old Teſtament, or of them who wrote them, 
yet here are plain Prophecies that were known to 
the World, and raiſed an Expectation, not only a- 
mongſt eus, but the Heathens themſelves, that 
a Prince was to come from Fudea, as Roman Au- 
thors do obſerve. Now, from whence ſhould ſuch 
Prophecies come ſo exactly verified by the Event? 
Our Knowledge does not reach Things future, that 
are purely contingent. Who could have foretold 
at the Diſtance of ſo many Hundred Years, all the 


_ Circumſtances of a Perſon's Birth, Life and Death ? 
Or was it poſſible that the Roman Soldiers were in 


— 


Coneers 


— 
» - 
Lee 


— 


GX; mil. 26, 1s. 


ef the Croſs, and witneſſed the Behaviour of the 
Roman Soldiers, could he have ſpoke more diſtinct- 


a * 
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Concert with the Prophets? There is here 4 Ptocl. 
I God gives Notice before Hand for many Ages, 
and often repeats it, that he is to fend a Teacher in- 

to the World, and -afterwards ſuch a Teacher 


comes at the Time, in the very Manner, and with 
all the Characters prophecicd of him, tis an Argument 


of the Divine Authority and Miſſion of ſuch a 
Perfon. And this is the fitſt Proof here mentioned of 
es Goſpel- Doctrine. It began at firſt to le ſpoken by 
the Lord. ee bot IE 

I proceed to the ſecond Proof mentioned in the 
Text of the Goſpel-Dectrine, It was confirmed to 
us by them that heard bim. The Hebrews general- 
ly, and all the World atter them, were not of the 
. eng ſuch as perſonally heard that Word ſpo- 
ken by the Lord, and yet there is ſufficient Evi- 
dence they were not impoſed upon in this Matter. 
"Tis ſufficiently atteſted to us by them that heard 
Eim. This will appear if the Witneſſes, who did at- 
reſt the great Facts of the Goſpel were unexception- 
able, and if the Conveyance of their Teſtimony to 


the World be ſure; both which is certainly the Caſe | 


in this Matter. 

As to the Witneſſes: Sure in Number they were 
ſufficient. Beſides, the firſt Converts who lived in 
our Lord's Time, and of whom he was ſeen after 


his Reſurre&ion, and theſe were ſeveral Hundreds, 


Chriſt made Choice of the ſelect Number of twelve 
Apoſtles for this very Purpoſe, who in all other 
Reſpe&s, as well as Numbcr, were beyond any 
poſſible Exception. They were not themſelves de- 
ceived. Why, they do relate what they did /ee with 


their Eyes and bear with their Tiars; Things of 


which all their Senſes were Judges, and that often 


and for a conſiderable Space of Time, And far from 
. being 


( IO, ) We” 
being fanciful credulous Perſons they ſpeak of theſe 
Things,concerning which they had the greateſt Doubt 
themſelves, and were after great Struggle, and very 
hardly, brought to'believe by the Strength of 're- 
ated Evidence. EE. | 
As the Apoſtles were not themſelves deceived, fo 
they had never any Deſign of impoſing upon the 
Wotld. To impoſe upon Mankind a Forgery in 
Place of a true Religion, is a conſummate Piece of 
Iniquity, which Men can only attempt, when they 
have caſt off all Fear of God, all regard for Men, 
and who ſtick at nothing, whereby their Luſts may 
be gratified, or their ſelfiſh Intereſts ſerved : And 
thus it has been with all the Impoſtors in the World, 
But the Apoſiles of our Saviour were Perſons of the 
greateſt Sinceriry and Uprightneſs, Men of the 
moſt unblemiſhed Deer tin and ſhining Piety. 
Who amongſt the Enemies of Chriſtianity ever 
charged them with Vices of any Kind? And for 
the Infirmities they were overtaken with, when not 


as yet ſully inſtructed in the Religion they publiſh- 


ed, they freely confeſs them. *Tis plain they were 
holy mortified Men, with the greateſt Plainneſs and 


Simplicity, with the moſt unſhaken Conſtancy, de- 


claring the Truths of God, and ſo far from pro- 
jecting any worldly Advantage, Riches, Honours, or 
Preferments, that, as they had been told by their 
Maſter, they did incur the greateſt Dangers and 
worldly Miſeries. By diſcharging their Duty, they 
taught a Doctrine quite oppoſite to the Luſts and 
Pl-aſurez of Men, in Oppoſition to the idolatrous 


falſe Religion that prevailed in the World, which 


drew upon them the Fury and Rage of all Sorts 
of Manu. | 


. ci 
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_ + Yea, put the Caſe they had deſigned to impoſe 


upon Men, 'twas abſolutely impoſſible it could be 
done : For Inſtance, they ſpeak of Fats not many 
Hundreds ot Years beyond their own Time, but 
of ſuch as were recently done; Facts which all Fu- 
dea knew, and ſeverals of them done before many 
Thouſands. How. could there be any impoſing 
here? How ſoon would any Falſhood in this Cale 
have been found out, eſpecially when it concerned 
every Man to be inquiſitive? the Queſtion being 
of the laſt Importance to all Perſogs whatſomever, 
The Witneſſes then were unexceptionable. 
And it is no leſs certain, that the Conveyance 
of their Teſtimony. to us is ſure : All the imaginable 
Ways whereby any Doctrine, and the Evidences of 
it, can be conveyed to Poſterity, they all meet here 
in the higheſt Degree, Here is the moſt conſtant 
and uninterrupted Tradition. But there is more; 
theſe Eye and Ear-witnefles of the Life and Do&- 
rine of our bleſſed Saviour, did, under divine Con- 
duct, moſt exactly commit the ſame to writing, in 
Books we call the Holy Scriptures, the authentick 
Records of our holy Religion, which are tranſmitted 
ſafe to us. Yea to all this we have ſtanding 
publick Monuments, agrecable and ſuited to 
theſe Records, the Ordinances and Inſtituti- 
ons of the Goſpel, the ſacred Symbols and Me- 
morials of our Redeemer ; of what he taught, of 
what he did, of what he ſuffered, and all theſe 
commencing from the Time our Lord lived: And 
when his Doctrine was firſt publiſhed, which, as 
*risone of the ſureſt Ways of Conveyance, ſo a 
moſt certain Proof of the Facts they 6 point out 
and commemorate. And ſo much for the ſecond E- 
yidence of the Truth of the Goſpel-defrine here 
V2 men- 


5 
* * 


(6429) 
mentioned. It was confirmed to us by them that 
V o 
We are next to ſpeak on the third Proof menti- 
oned in rhe Text, in theſe Words, God alſo bearing 
them Witneſs, with diverſe Signs.8&c. J judge it not 
much to the Purpoſe, here to offer Criticiſms on 
the Greek Words, and nicely enquire into the Dif- 
ference of theſe Terms, Signs, Honuders, Miracles,&c. 
?Tis probable there is no Difference deſigned at all. 
It belongs to the Idiom of the ſacred Language, to 
amaſs ſeveral Words together, ſingifying the ſame 
Thing, when any memorable Matter is to be ex- 
preſſed: So the Meaning is, God did bear them u- 
** neſs, or gave Confirmation to the Doctrine they 
** publiſhed, in an eminent and extraordinary Man- 
* ner by Signs, Wonders, and Miracles, that is, 
de great and wonderful Miracles.” Infidels and Deiſts, 
when they cannot longer ſtand out againſt the 
[1 Truth of the Facts recorded in the New Teſtament, 
F : the mighty Works of our Lord Jeſus and his Apo- 
q ſtles, they next deny them to have been Miracles, 


=" or rather they deny there is any Miracle at all; at 
1 leaſt we cannot, fay they, know them: Except we 
ll could determine the Extent of the Power of Nature, 


I we cannot judge what is above it : Beſides there 
thy have been many wonderful Things done by Magick 


| Art, and the Aid of evil Spirits; and their Power 
we know not : The Scripture ſpeaks of the Magi- 
0 | 


clans in Egypt, and a Caſe is ſuppoſed (a), that a 
falſe Prophet might work Wonders and deliver 
Prophecies. Hiſtory ſpeaks of Apollonius Tyangus 
who did wondrous Works: How then can falſe and 


— 


(4) Deut. Lil. 1, 2, 
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not ſeparately, yet taken joyntly, make the Work 


Miracles be diſtinguiſhed? - Thus they do 
and evident Proofs they remain of a Doctrine and 
Religion that it is from God, They may be evi⸗ 
dently judged of too as to their Truth and Reality 
by the meaneſt Capacity. And of this kind. are theſe” 
referred to here by the Apoſtle, and recorded in 
the Hiſtory of the Goſpel. Not to wrangle about 
the Definition of a Miracle, which is varioufly de- 
ſcribed, there are theſe few Characters, which if 


dane a proper Miracle, and a moſt certain Proof 
of a Doctrine in the Confirmation of which tis 
wrought. As, | 

Firſt, I a Work be above, or contrary to the plain 
obvious Nature of Things which we certainly know, 
And this does not require we ſhould underſtand 
the utmoſt Extent of Nature or its Powers. A 
late polite Writer does illuſtrate this by an Ex- 
ample or two. We know not, perhaps, ſays he, 
the utmoſt Extent of the Power of Fire, yet we 
certainly know tis the Nature of Fire to burn, and 
contrary to it not to burn, when proper Fewel is 
adminiſtred to it. If then we had ſeen, as at Baby- 
lon, three Men in their wearing Apparel taken off 
the Street, without any Preparation, and caſt into 
the midſt of a fiery Furnace, and theſe ſame Men, 
after a conſiderable Time there, come out again 
untouched by the Fire, not ſo much as a Thread 
of their Garments or a Hair of their Heads ſing d, 
This is a Miracle. Again, Tho' we cannot tell how 
wonderful the Encreaſe of Corn may be in a rich 
Soil, a warm Climate with all Improyements, yet 
we certainly know there is not any natural Force 


in the Breath of two or three Words ſpoken,to mul- 


tiply 
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tiply a few Loaves ſo faſt, that in breaking of them 
they ſhould truly and really ſerve for the teeding of 
many Thouſands of People, who had ſuch a ſubs 
ſtantial Meal, that they followed our Lord ano» 
ther Day, expecting again to be fed after the ſame 
Manner. This was a Miracle. And of the ſame Na- 
ture was the healing of Diſcaſes inſtantly with a 
Word, or raiſing the dead: Being all plainly a- 
bove, or contrary to the Nature of Things which 
we certainly know, and conſequently may be aſſur- 
ed we are not impoſed upon. 

Secondly, Another Chatacter of theſe Miracles that 
are a Teſtimony from Heaven to a true Religion, is, 
that they be evident to Senſe, and openly done. 
And this differs far from the Juggle and deluding 
Tricks of Impoſtors: Appollonius is ſaid to have 
done Miracles; But who were Eye-witneſles ? Ma- 
bomet pretended to converſe with the Angel Gabriel, 

to journey to Heaven in a Night, to have Hoſts of 
Angels aſſiſting him in his Battels; but all this is 
only related by himſelf. The Miracles of our Lord 
and his Apoſtles were done openly in the Sight of 
many Thouſands, where every Spectator had Op- 
portunity to examine into the Truth of them; and 
they were many in Number, and a Courſe of them 


for Tears together, in every City and Country, by 


ſeveral Perſons, which had alſo laſting and perma- 
nent Effects. Miracles of this Nature could ne- 
ver be permitted by God to be wrought, for coun- 

tenancing any Falſhood. Eſpecially, 
| Thirdly, It we conſider this other Character of 
the Signs and Wonders with which God did bear 
Witneſs to the Goſpel-DoErine, that they did 
evidently ſhew themſelves to be Divine, and confut- 
cd all theie lying Wonders, of which evil Spirits, 
| N 
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or Men acted by them, 5 1 the Authors. Thus 
Moſes confounded the Magicians of Pharaoh, 
wrought Miracles they could not, and ferced them 
to acknowledge the Finger of God, Simon Magus 
not being able to do what the Apoſtles did, offer- 
ed Money to purchaſe that Power. Ehmas the 
Sorcerer was ſtruck blind by Paul. And *tis 
known and acknowledged by Heathens, that upon 
the preaching of the Goſpel, the pretended Mira- 
cles and Reſponſes of Satan's Oracles did ceaſe. 
And Tertullian, in his Apology tells us, that the 
Chriſtians of rhat Time did challenge the Heathbens, 
to bring forth their Diviners or Demoniacks, and 
upon the Peril of their Lives they did undertake, 
that theſe very Spirits whom they worſhiped, 
ſhould confeſs they were Devils. Then, 

Fourthly, To all this we add another, and a 
Chief Character too, of the Miracles which are the 
"Teſtimony of Heaven, God bearing Witneſs, that 
they be in Confirmation of a Doctrine or Relig 


on, noways unworthy of God, or contrary to the 


Duty we owe to him as reaſonable Creatures. II 
we conſider the Heathen or Mabometan Religion, 
How abſurd and rediculous are many of their 'Tenets? 
What diſhonour do they reflect on their Gods? 
how leud and impious are the Practices they do en- 
join? Were it ſure that Signs and Wonders were 
done in their Favours, yet we might well ſay, it 
was Satan act ing for his Intereſt: And this is the 
Suppoſition the Scripture makes. If, ſays Moſes, 
Deut. xiii. 1. A Prophet ariſe among ſt cu, cr a 
Dreamer, and giveth thee a Sigu, and it come to paſs, 
and at the ſame Time be ſays, let us go aſter other 
Gods, and let us ſerve them, yet they Rat not hear- 
ken to the Words of that Prophet, becauſe he bas 
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ſpoken to turn jon dway from the Lord. But our 
Holy Religion has the brighteſt Characters of Di- 
. vintty, conſidered in it felt: And ſure the Addition 
ol ſuch undoubted Miracles, bearing witneſs to 
ſuch a Religion, puts the Matter beyond all Que- 
__ -Were we to take a View of the Chriſtian 
Faith, in its Frame and Contexture, the Excellen- 
_cy of its Doctrine, its admirable Frecepts, its 
pewerful Motives, its Sgope to promote the preſent 
and future Happineſs of Man, as well as the Ho- 
Nour of his-Creator. What innumerable Inſtances 
might be given of the Beauties of our Nes 8 
Why, for Inſtance, here we are preſented with the 
moſt juſt and endearing Thoughts of God: He is 
righteous and holy, at the ſame Time merciful and 
gracious ; a pure Spirit, and a compaſſionate Fa- 
ther, who ſent his dear Son into the World to re- 
deem us. In the Doctrine of our Religign, we 
g have the true account of our ſelves, what we were 
i once, and what we are now, and how we are to 
' 


— 


9 be delivered from the Milcries of our lapſed State 
1 Which we daily feel. Here again we have the moſt 
1 perfect and acurate Rule of Lite, regulating the ſe- 
1 veral Inſtances of our Behaviour. Here are Pre- 
1 cepts enjoyning ſincere Piety to God, the Practice 
4 whereof at the ſame Time is the Perfection of our 
Nature. Here we are taught the due Manage- 
ment of our ſelves, with reſpect to all the Comforts 
of Life; as we are guarded againſt all Irregularities 
and Exceſs, all fretting and turbulent Paſſions, 
that we ſtudy Temperance, Modeſty, Purity and 
Contentment, which are the Health and Soundneſs 
of our Bodies, as well as the Peace and Comfort of 
our Minds; whereby likewiſe the due Order in 
Man is kept, by prderving to Reaſon its natural 
- Prerogative, 


— 
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prerogative and due Empire over the lower Patt, 
the ſenſual Appetite. And it we ſpeak of Society, 
nothing poſſibly could have been more calculated 
for the Good thereof, than the Laws of Chriſtianity. 
Why, they enjoin all theſe Virtues that ſweeten the 
"Temper ; they command that we love one another, 
do good to all Men, and whatever we would that 
others do to us, that we do the ſame to them; to for- 
give Injurics, to be of peaceful Spirits, to have a 
Sympathy with the diſtreſſed, and to relieve them 
that are in Want. In a Word, our holy Religion 
points out to us that Divine Aid, by which we are 
to perform Duty, with the Motives of Life aud 
Immortality brought to Light: And in the Caſe of 
'Troubles of Mind upon the Account of our Sins 
and Shortcomings, our Religion leads us to Ixsus, 
who was crucify'd, the Merit of his Death, the 
Virtue of his Sacrifice, the great Conſolation of all 
penitent believing Souls. Now, in all this, does 
not our holy Religion carry its Evidence along 
with it; and when ſuch a Doctrine as this comes, 
attended with a Train of Miracles; can any thing 


be more clear, than God is bearing. Witneſs with 


Signs and Wonders ? &c. 


If it be asked ſtill, And what were theſe particu. 


lar Signs and Wonders the Apoſte here refers to ? I 
anſwer, as has been ſaid, they were Miracles of all 


Kinds, the Gifts of Prophecy and Foretelling of fu- 


ture Events, the healing of the Sick in a ſuperna- 
tural Manner, the raiſing of the Dead to Lite, as 
in the Inſtances of Dorcas, Eutycbhes, and many 
others, whom Treneusdoes mention, the Power of diſ- 
cerning Spirits, the caſting out ot Devils, which 
continued for a conſiderabe Time. The Gift ot 


Tongues was an early Sign by which God did bear | 


Witne/s 
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Witneſs to the Apoſtles: So that without reading 
or ſtudy, they readily did ſpeak the different Lan- 
guages, uſcd in the ſeveral Countries where they 


travelled; a neceſſary Gift from Heaven for Pro- 


pagat ing the Goſpel. 8 

The amazing and ſupernatural Patience and 
Courage of the Apoſtles, and Martyrs after them, 1s 
juſtly reckoned another remarkable Sign and Won- 
der, by which God did bear Mitneſs to the Truth. 
Is it poſſible to conceive, Men in the moſt cxquilite 
Sufferings, placed, ſuppoſe, in burning Iron Chairs, 
as ſome ot the Martyrs were, amidſt the Inſults and 
Deriſion of a crouded Amphitheatre, and keeping 
their Seats with the greateſt Compoſure, or ſtretch- 
ed upon an Iron-grate over a {low Fire, breathing 
out their Souls with a moſt admirable Patience, nor 
diſſembling in the leaſt in the Matter of their Reli- 
gion ; I ſay, can we think of this otherwiſe than 
ſomething above the Strength of human Nature ? 
Eſpeciaily when this was not a ſingle Inſtance or two, 
as there has been ſome rare Examples of a natural 
Kind of Hardineſs ſince the World began, but 
Multitudes of both Sexes, of all Ages, of difterent 
Countrics, for three hundred Years together, all of 
them making the moſt glorious Confeſſion of their 
Faith, in nothing diſcouraged by the moſt extreme 
Suffer ings their cruel Perſecutors could poſſibly in- 
vent or put in Execution. 

And no doubt this made way for another Mira- 
cle, the laſt Sign and Wonder 1 mention, vig. the 
wonderful Progreſs and Succeſs of the bleſſed Goſ- 
el. An Impoſture may conliderably prevail, by 
Fraud and Force, amonelt a rude ignorant People; 
bur in the Caſc or Chriitianity, as there was nothing 
of the firit, as has been obſerved already, ſo tis 

plain 
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plain there was as little of the latter. The Do- 
ctrine of the Goſpel had all the Force and Policy 
of the World againſt it, and yet it ſtood the 
Shoke, yea, prevailed in the World, triumphing 
over the fierceſt of its Enemies. It went from Ju- 
dea to the Gentile Nations, ſpread thro' the large 
Greek Countries, many famous flouriſhing Churches 
were in A/ia; it made Way thro” the moſt remote 
Iſlands and Corners ot the Earth, ſcattering the 
dark Shades of Ignorance and barbarous Idolatry, 
illuminating and civilizing the Habitat ions of Wick- 
edneſs and Cruelty ; it did over-run and conquer 
the Roman Empire, after its utmoſt Efforts againſt 
it, the Emperors themſelves receiving the Goſpel of 
Chriſt, as had been foretold before: The Know- 
ledge of the Lord did cover the Earth, and God 
gave to his Son the utmoſt Ends of the Earth for a 
Poſſeſſion, and the Heathen for an Inheritance. Let 
Infidels account for all this, that a Perſon low in 
his outward Appearance, and ſuffering the - moſt 
ignominious Death, ſhould yet be believed by 
the beſt, the wiſeſt and greateſt of the World, by 
Perſons of all Ranks and Ages, eſteemed, henour- 
ed and ſerved as the Lord of Glory, and Prince of 
Life | That great Princes and Conquerors, by 
Force and Succeſs of Arms, have made a Blaze in 
the World, and ſtruck Terror to their Enemies, is 
no wonder: But that a crucified Jeſus ſhould have 
a Name above every Name; that the Doctrine of 
the Croſs, in direct Oppoſition to the corrupt Byaſs 
of Men, ſhould yet conquer and prevail; that the 
Stone rejected at firſt by the Builders, ſhould yet 
become the Head of the Corner: This is the Doings 
of the Lord, and ought to be wouderful in our Eyes. 
Sure the Excellency of the Power and M iſdom is 
C z Gov 


- God, and not of Men. 
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So much for the firſt gene- 
ral Head; The Truth of the Goſpel Doctrine here 


affirmed in the Verſe before us. 


The Second Thing I obſerved in the Words, is 


the excellent Nature of this Goſpel-Revelation. I 
have already prevented my ſelf, as to this Part of 


the Subject: Only let us take notice of the lofty 
Expreſſions the Apoſtle here makes uſe of; *tis a 
Salvation, in reſpe& of the Subject Matter; it 


treats of Salvation, and ſhows how poor miſerable 


Man may recover his forfeited Happineſs. It not 
only reveals but conferreth Salvation: Tis ac- 
cording to the Goſpel-Rule we are ſaved from the 
Guilt of our Sins by Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, and his 
Sacrifice :*Tis the bleſſed Channel wherein is con- 
veyed to us the regenerating Grace of God, and fo 
we are ſaved from the Dominion of our Sins, bein 

born again of the incorruptible Seed of the Word of 
God (a). Our Progreſs in Holineſs is carried on 
too by Means of the Goſpel ; tis the ſincere Milk of 
the Mord by which we grow. In a Word, the 
compleat Bliis is conferred upon Men, according to 
this Revelation of the Mind of God at that ſolemn 
Day, when God ſhall judge of the Secrets of Men 


by the Goſpel. 
But then *ris not only Salvation, but 4 great Sal- 


vation; tis great in reſpect of the bleſſed Original 


and Spring; tis the Reſult of infinite Love and Wiſ- 
dom: * Tis great, in reſpect ot the Method by which 
tis brought about, the Incarnation and Death of 
the Son of God: Tis great in reſpe& of the Evils 


we are delivered from, and in reſpect of the high 
Perfection 


* * 
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(a) Pets i. 23. 
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perfection of Happineſs we are advanced 87 and 
therefore tis alſo by the Apoſtle here termed o great 
Salvation. All temporal Deliverances, however great, 

bear no Proportion to it; ſo great, that it admits 
of no Parallel, a ſo without a ſuch. Tis ſo great Sal- 
vation, we cannot conceive nor expreſs it. A pre- 
ſent Serenity of Mind there is, that glades the whole 
Soul, a Foy and Peace in believing, a Satisfacti- 
on that attends the preſent Performance of our Du- 
ty : And this is but ſome firſt Fruits of tharHarveſt 
of conſummated Felicity, to be reap'd thro' end- 
leſs Ages. Ts ſo great Salvation, that tis worthy of 
God to reveal it; of our Saviour to purchaſe it, and is 
every Way ſuited and ſatistying to the Soul of Man. 
The laſt Thing J obſerved in the Words, is the 
certain and inevitable Miſery of all them who de- 
ſpiſe this bleſſed Goſpel, How ſhall we eſcape, &c. 
And this is moſt emphatically affirmed in the man- 
ner of Expreſſion. The Queſtion is here put, How 
all we eſcape? But then no Anſwer” is given, 
9. d. © I appeal to your ſelves; put your Inventi- 
c on to the Stretch; ſee if you can ſo much as i- 
«& magine any other Method for your Salvation: 
« For my Part I cannot conceive it. I defy An- 
« gels and Men to make any new Propoſals of 
« Mercy, if the Goſpel is once deſpiſed. "How ſhall 
« we eſcape.” The Jewiſh Religion was perft&- 
ed in that of the Chriſtian ; the Pagan Syſtem and 
Worſhip ſap'd the Foundations of Piety and Ver- 
tue; endleſs Debates there were amongſt the moſt 
eminent Philoſophers about the very Eſſence and 
Foundations of a natural Religion: Such an in- 
difterent Guide 1s the Reaſon of fallen Man, ' to 
lead him to his true Happineſs. ' If we 'neglef? ſo 
great Salvation, how then ſhall wwe” eſtnþe, + The 
| Sta- 
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| Srarute of Heaven is peremptory. And for the 


of the Crime, tis moſt hainous, a neglect- 
ing or deſpiſing the Goſpel, the great Salvation; 


2 Diſpa ragement done to the bleſſed God, and our 


glorious Redeemer; a grieving of the Holy Spirit, 


: an affronting of all the Divine Perfections, which 


in the Goſpel do ſhine forth with an orient Luftre; 
the moſt horrid Ingratitude to our beſt Friend, 


and the moſt deſperate Folly and Cruelty to our 


ſelves. 


I might now give you ſome 1 from the 


whole of this Diſcourſe: For Inſtance, we may 


ſee the Goodneſs of God in the Diſpenſation of the 
Goſpel, and in giving us the Light thereof; a 
Bleſſing many Nat ions do not en joy. I might 
alſo here obſerve to you the hainous Sin and unrea- 
ſonable Folly of Infidelity, where the Goſpel is 
pram with all its Evidence and „ 
t might likewiſe be noticed here, the Obligations 
we are under to improve the Goſpel Seaſon, to 


hear the ag of our bleſſed Saviour, to believe in 
his Name, 


follow his Example, and ſo live an- 
ſwerably to our Chriſtian Proſeſſion, that it may 
not be our Condemnation, that when Light is come 
amongſt us we love Darkneſs rather than Light,be- 
cauſe our Deeds are Evil. For this End, let us be 
well fixed and eſtabliſhed in the great fundamental 
Principles of our holy Religion, that beſides the 
Study of Arguments from Reaſon for the 'Truth of 
our Religion, we devoutly implore the Divine Spi- 
rit and Grace to enlighten our Minds in the 
Knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt, that we may be taught 
of God, and may feel the powerful Influence of 
the Truths of God upon our Hearts and Practice. 


This makes a Chriſtian indecd; ; and this 'twas 
| made 
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made the primitive Chriltians, even ſuch as were 
illiterate, ſtand firm againſt all the ſubtile Arguings 
of the moſt cunning Philoſophers. You will never 
by all the Sophiſtry you can deviſe, perſuade a Man 


that Honey is bitter, if he hath taſted of it: So 


a Man will not be ſhaken out of our holy Religion, 
who hath an experimental Knowledge of what 
he docs profeſs, He tafles and ſeeth that God is 
good, &c. SE 
But paſſing all theſe, Allow me then only a lit- 
ele more of your Time for an Exhortation ſuitable 
to this Occaſion, and which I had in View in the 
Choice of this Subject. From all that has been ſaid 
then of the Truth and Excellency of the Chriſtian 
Religion, let us be exhorted to make it our Study 
and Endeavour, with the greateſt Zeal and Activi- 
ty, to propagate the Knowledge of Chriſt and the 
Goſpel, in which is contained the great Salvation, 
that they who are yet in Darkneſs may ſee this glo- 
rious Light. To propogate a falſe Religion, is in- 
deed the next Crime to inventing one; but if a Re- 
ligion is from God, and by conſequence the moſt ex- 
cellent, and the only way to Comfort and Happi- 
neſs in this Life, and that which is to come, to be 
the happy Means and Inſtruments in diffuſing this 
doctrine and Religion thro* the World, muſt 
necds be the beſt Work we can be employed in, 
as tis the greateſt Benefit done to Men. Truly, as 
the Lepers ſaid when they found Plenty, We BS 
well to hold our Peace, tis a Day of good Tidings. 
Good Tidings indeed! and we are to do all we can 
to make them known to the dark Corners of the 
Earth, and in particular to ſuch Places of our na- 
tive Land, the remote Highlands and Jſands, as 
to this Day live in Barbaricy and Ignorance. 


This 


6 


* "This is incumbent on us all in our ſeveral Sta- 


tions: Our Profeſſion of the | Chriſtian Name, 


and that we are the Diſciples of Chriſt, liſted under 
his Banner, engageth us heartily to endeavour the 
extending the Bounds of his Kingdom, the remov- 
ing of what doth mar its Progreſs, and to build it 
on the Ruins of the Empire of Darkneſs. And can 
we with any Sincerity pray daily, that he King» 
dom of our Lord may come, and yet do nothing tos 
wards the procuring of what we Pray for? Or do 
we expreſs our Gratitude to God for his Good 
neſs in giving us the Goſpel, it we hide hs Light 
under a Buſhel, that our fellow Creatures may not 
fee it? Let us again conſider, that by ſpreading the 
Knowledge of the Goſpel, we honour God in the 
moſt eminent manner; Satan loſeth Ground, our 
Redeemer has an additional Number of Subjects, 
and God has a new Tribute and Revenue of Praiſe, 


from ſuch as knew him not before. Yea, hereby 
we reſemble God himſelf, who pitied a dark World, 


and ſent them a Divine Teacher, to reveal his 
Mind : We imitate our great Pattern, who ſent 
his Apoſtles, as ſo many Miſſionaries, into the ſeve- 


ral Countries of the World, with thir Inſtructi- 


ons, Go teach all Nations, Preach the Goſpel to 
every Creature. In a Word, hereby we prove the 
happy Means of accompliſhing mote and more the 


Divine Prophecies of the calling of the Gentiles, 


which at the ſame Time do point our Duty in this 


OY 


Matter, as they give us the pleaſant Views of 


Succeſs. 


I perſwade my ſelf you all think that this is a 


ood and excellent Work. Let me next put you 


in Mind, that tis incumbent, not only upon them, 
in eminent or publick Stations, as Princes or Ru- 


lers 


* (25) 
lers, or them only who bear the ſacred Character 
'of Miniſters of the Goſpel; it is likewiſe the Duty 
of private Chriſtians. You are called by God to 
give your Aſſiſtance to this good Work, not only by 
your Prayers for a Bleſſing on the Means that are 
already uſed; not only by your Example, thereby 
recommending Religion to others, eſpecially it it 
happens in Providence you are in ſuch Places of the 
World as are without the Goſpel, that it may 
not be diſgraced by the Practice of them who pro- 
feſs it; but likewiſe you are called to contribute to 
the advancing this excellent Deſign, by devoting 
Part of your worldly Subſtance for this pious Pur- 
poſe. That the Means of Knowlege and Iaſtructi- 
on may be aftorded to them that Jive wit bout God 
in the World, and particularly to many- deſolate 
Places in our native Land, *cis obvious to any Per- 
ſon, that a Work of this Kind requires a very con- 
ſiderable Fund: And tho?” liberal Contributions 
have been already made, yet they are not ſufficient 
for this great and religious Deſign in view; and 
therefore, that we may be all excited to give and con- 
tribute according to our Abilities on this Occaſion, 
ſuffer me to lay before you the follow ing Conſide- 
rations. And in the firſt Place, We have now the 
moit inviting Opportunity: I mean a Scciety ſtill 
in being, erected ſome time ago by Authority for 
this very Purpoſe. As we have the greatcſt En- 
couragement to contribute from the faithful and 
frugal Management of this charitable Fund, ſuch 
as does effectually anſwer the ordinary Obj:&ions 
uncharitable Perſons are ready to make, when cal- 
led to Duties of this Nature. And this every one 
will readily believe, it he knows or calls to mind, 
ho arc the Members and Managers of this Socie- 


ty, 
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ty. The Honourable Perſon, who for ſo many 
Years has adorned the firſt Station in the Bench, is 
Preſes of the Society, and chearfully beſtows a Part 
of his Time in ſerving this religious Deſign. The 
other Honourable Judges, of whom, either not a 
little, or nothing at all ſhould be ſaid, do very 
much advance this good Work ; and by their Ad- 
vice arid Influence give Lite and Luſtre to its Af- 
tairs; as do ſeveral Gentlemen of the faireſt Cha- 
racer, who are likewiſe Members of this Society: 
And for the Offices of Burden, as Treaſurer, Se- 
crztary and Accountant, Comptroller and Clerk, 
taey are alt in the Hands of worthy Perſons who 
with great Integrity and Diligence, tho* without 
any Acknowledgment from Men, do freely beſtow 
their Labour in promoting this excellent Work. I 
am not to ſpcak of the Miniſters of the Goſpel, 
who have a Share in this Management: Sure their 
Aim and Inclination, as well as their Office and 
Duty, lead them to all Fidelity in this delicate. 
Truſt. And were I to addreſs the Honourable 
and Reverend Members of this Socicty, it could 
only be, to perſiſt in the ſame Methods they have 
happily hitherto purſued, and to encourage them 
to go on in this Work of the Lord, knowing their 
Labour ſhall not be in vain. Could you then de- 
fire an Affair of this Kind in better Hands, or to 
be managed with greater Fidelity ? 

I might beſides ſuggeſt for your Encouragement 
the Example of many excellent Perſons, who have 
liberally contributed to this pious Work. The 
Members of the Society have all done ſo, and many 
of the moſt conſiderable, the beſt and wiſcſt of the 
Nation, icverals in England, and ſome Abroad, 
have given liberal Donations, who deſerve to be 


had 


.  . 
had in Remembrance. You have the Royal Ex- 
ample of our gracious Sovereign, whom God pre- 8 
ſerve, who continues the Gift yearly of a conſide- 
rable Sum for Reformation of the Highla nds and 
Hands. Now. will it not be lamentable, it Ex- | 
ample ſhall always have Influence, excepting the | 
Caſe molt of all worthy of Imitation. | 
And may it not likewiſe excite us the more to | 


this good Work, the remarkable Succeſs with which 
God has followed it? By ſome late Additions to 
the Society's Stock, nine more Schools are erect- 
ed this lait Year, ſo that in all there are a hundred 
Schools, at which are taught upwards of four Thou- 
ſand Children, Reading, Writting, Arithmetick, and 
the Principles of Religion. They are frequently vi 
A ſired, and ſatisfying Accounts of them tranſmitte! | 
from Time to Time to the Society. 
I muſt not forget here to acquaint you, that the | 
Society, at their laſt Meeting, have employed three | 
Miſſionaries, Miniſters, amongſt the Infidels in 
America, thoſe on the Borders of New England. f 
'This is a new Eflay to enlarge the Kingdom of 
Chriſt ; and as Encouragement to thir Beginnings, 
was given by a pious and reverend Miniſter in our 
Neighbour land, fo *tis hoped it will be forwarded 
by the Donations of well diſpoſed Perſons. We have 
then, I ſay, the faireſt Opportunity of doing Good 
of this Kind. | Es 
Bur, next, As we have the moſt inviting Oppor- 
tunity, ſo the Work we call you to is in its own 
Nature moſt excellent, as being the moſt valuable 
Improvement poſſible of worldly Subſtance. It we 
ſpeak of Riches, what's the beſt Uſe can be 
made ot them? It a Man hoards them up, keeps 
tacm cloſs, this ſordid Soul, while he, has his 
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Riches is at the ſame Time miſerably Poor, 
and being a Beggar of Choice is much more con- 
temptible then he who is ſo of neceſſity. If a 
Man does uſe what he hath, and takes the Neceſ- 
{aries and Conveniencies of Life, in a manner ſuit- 
able to his Station, what becomes of the Superplus? 
It with this he feeds his Vanity and Vice, doth 
he not in this Caſe make his Riches the moſt per- 
nicious Things in Nature to himſeſf, being Fewel 
to theſe fooliſh hurtful Luſts which drown Men 
into Perdition? Or muſt all be amais'd to make 
a Family, and enrich an Heir? *Tis true Parents 
are not to do Injury to their Poſterity, and muſt | 
provide for their Families: But is this the Way to 
bring the Bleſſing of God upon them, when they'll 
give nothing at all for pious Uſes? Do you knoõ-ẽW 
aſſuredly, who ſhall inherit your Riches, whether 
a wiſe Man, or a Fool (a)? Oc ſnall the Neglect 
or Performance of ſuch Duties, as we now recommend, 
never throw up in eur Minds when we cannot 
but acknowledge how good it had been for many 
Youths, they had been left with leſs Treaſure, 
who give themſelves up to all Eaſe, Indolence, 
Luxury and Exceſs, and are ſoon brought toa 
haſty End. As on the other Hand ſome of the 
brighteſt Spirits, that have been moſt uſeful in 
Church and State, have at firſt puſhed their Way 
into the World from a kind of Neceflity. Cer- 
tainly the beſt Uſe we can make of a due Proporti- 
on of our worldly Subſtance, 1s to devote it to 
God, and ſuch religious charitable Purpoſes as we 
now recommend ; a noble Improvement indecd of 
a 


8 2 


— 


(a) Eccl. 2. 19. 


ä 29) 
a little Money, when = we diffuſe the Light 
ot the Goſpel, or teach young Ones the Knowledge 
of God and what is incumbent on them to do in 
the World in point of Duty. What a bleſſed 
Work is the erecting of Charity-ſchools for this 
Purpoſe, a Volume might be written on the many 
Advantages thereof. It is, next to the Grace of 
God, the greateſt Bleſſing to Children themſelves, 
a good Education being the Mean of cultivaring 
the Endowments of the Mind, rectifying the Pro- 
penſions of corrupt Nature, and, through the Di- 
vine Bleſſing, laying the Foundation of all Virtue. 
It is the greateſt Advantage to the publick ; this 
being theWay to ſtop the Sources of Ignorance and 
Impiety, which do overflow the Land. It is a 
healing of the Fountains, making them ſend forth 


{weet Streams, inſtead of thoſe poiſoned ones, which 


are the daily Peſts of Society: In a Word, it is to 
make a Nurſery for Church and State, and gives 
ſome Proſpe& of the Encreaſe of Religion and Virtue, 
which is under ſuch lamentable Decay. 

Farther, Let us conſider that what we beſtow 
for pious Uſes of this kind; as it is in it ſelf an ex- 
cellent Work, 1o to our ſelves 1t is molt profitable. 

It is certain, the more we ſeek to keep our All at 
home for private and ſelfliſn Purpoſes, tis the more 
abroad at Adventures, and often indeed pyrated by 
many Accidents. But what we lay our for religi- 
ous Purpoſes is inſured and beyond Danger, a /ay- 
ing up for our ſelves Treaſures, where Moth and 
Ruſt doth not corrupt, aud where Thieves do mot 
break through and Steal, Yea, *cis not only ſafe, * 

1 


(a) Mat. 6. 20, 


* 
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if we believe the Promiſes of God, tis a giving out 
our i Money at the higheſt Intereſt; he that deviſeth 
liberal Things, ſaith the Prophet, by liberal Things 
Hall he tand. (b) UncharitabieMen do think, that 
the giving for pious Uſes, is a throwing away their 
Subſtance to be loſt : No, tis a diſperſing indeed, 
a ſcattering, but after ſuch a Manner as th: Hus- 
band-man does his Seed in Sowing-time, with a 
View to the Harveſt, and he ſhall reap in Proportion 
to what he ſoweth: To this Purpoſe, the Apoſtle 
aſſures us, that He which ſoweth ſparingly ſhall reap 

\ ſparingly, and he which ſoweth bountifully ſhall reap 
likewiſe bountifully, Cc.) tis even the Way to have 
Returns from Men. There is a great Uncertainty in 
our outward State in this World, and none can 
abſolutely ſay, that he will never be obliged to his 
Neighbour : Now, the Man that is charitable to 
others, does wiſely by his Practice be ſpeak the Kind- 
neſs of Mankind to himſelf againſt the Time of 
Need. But whatever happen as to this, it is the 
ſure Way to have the Bleſſing of God, and this ſe- 
cureth the remaining Part of a Man's Eſtate, when 
all his own Precautions cannot do it, and increa(- 
eth it too by givingSucceſs to his honeſt Endeavours. 
Yea, in ſuch ſtrong Terms does the Scriptures fpeak, 
1. as if God were indebted to charitable Men : Hence, 
„ their giving is called a lending to the Lord (d.) 
Wt which he will repay. And can we lodge any Part 
i of our Subſtance in ſuch a Hand, and to 
. ſuch Advantage? The Lord will repay, and that 
with Intereſt, as J juſt now hinted, vaſtly above 
the Capital. Shall we doubt the God of Truth? 


Ven- 
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(6) Iſa- 32. 8 (c) 2 Cor. 9.6, (d) Prov, 19. 17. 


| "T3 | 

Venture then a little. Prove me herewith; ſaithGod: 
give and it ſhall be given to you (a) Beſides all this, 
the doing good of this kind carries alongs with it a 


Reward, gives the greateſt Satisfaction; eſpecially-, 
when we come to our laſt Moments. The Moraliſt 


Cato ſpeaks of this as a great Comfort. 


--==-Conſcientia bene ate vitæ multorum benefac- 


torum recordatio jucundiſſima -=-— . 
Let us think on the Matter ſeriouſy. Will it give 
a Man Joy upon Reflection when leaving the World, 
that he has amaſſed together a great deal of Riches, 
but knoweth that he has never done any Thing for 
God, with any Part of them? Will it yield him 
Pleaſure, to think how much he has ſquandred away 
upon idle Diverſions, but never been profitable to 


his Fellow- creatures? Or will this make an At- 


tonement, and pacify his Mind, that he leaves a 
ſpacious Houſe richly furniſned with all Manner of 

Superfluity, or that he has enlarged the Policies of 
his Country-Seat, while the Boſom-witneſs whiſpers 
him within, that one Thought he never had of en- 
larging the Kingdom ot Chriſt in the World? Will 
he not find that verity'd,which Zophar ſpeaks of the 
of the covetous unmerciful Man (5) He ſhall not 


rejoice in his Sbuſtance, in the Fulneſs of bis Sufficien- 


cy he ſhall be inStrait. 


To all that has been ſaid, I add in the Jaft 


Place, What I now call you to is a neceſſary Branch 
of our holy Religion; and therefore incumbent on 
all who bear the Chriſtian Name. It is a great 
Error many fall into with relation to the Duty I'm 
now recommending. They look upon it as a Piece 
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(a) Mal. mw. 10 (6) Job xx. 18, 20. 
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of pure Liberality, which, however praiſe- worthy 
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or commendable in ſome, yet Men are at Freedom 
to do or not do as they pleaſe; and in this View 
many neglect this Chriſtian Practice, as World- 
lings have it in the greateſt Deteſtation: But 
truly here is a conſiderable Miſtake, not only the 
Honour, but the Nature of our Religion requires 
Ic. 

There is certainly no Inſtance of Obedience that 
God has more frequently and peremptorily enjoin- 


ed us, than Works of Charity to the Poor; that 


we afford them all the Relief we can in their low 
mean Condition. Under the Old Teſtament, the 
Propnets ſmartly reproved the Neglect of this Du- 
ty, and threatned the Divine Judgments on them, 


MN do did not repent (a). Our bleſſed Saviour en- 


Joins a charitable giving to them that asked, and 
fo did all his Apoſtles; twas a ſpecial Direction 
given to Timothy and Titus, as Miniſters of the 
Goſpel, that they ſhould exhort People thus to do 
good (b). It we are preſented with a Sum- 
mary of our Duty, the (c) loving of Mercy makes a 
Part. If the righteous Man 1s deſcribed ; this is a 
ſhining Part of his Character; he is ever (d) mer- 
ciful and lendeth: Lea, offer God what you will 
in Lieu of this, tis not accepted. (e) I will have 
Mercy and not Sacrifice. And no wonder, Mercy 
is the darling Perfection of the Divine Nature, and 
what makes us bear a beautiful Reſemblance to 
God. Be ye therefore merciful as your heavenly 
5 0059 Es- 
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(a) If. i. 17 Jer. vii. 6, &c. (5) 1 Tim. vi. 17,18. and 


. Father is merciful (a 3 N00 tis Mercy to re- 
lieve the old, the weak, and the Poor, with Sup- 
lies to their bodily Neceſſities. Tis yet a more 
valuable Inſtance of it, to give young ones ſuch 
Education, as may make them uſeful in Life, train- 
ing them up betimes to labour in ſome honeſt Em- 
loyment ; and *tis the higheſt Act of Mercy and 
harity ſtill, when to theſe we joyn our hearty 
Endeavours to advance the Welfare of the Souls of 
Men, whether old or young: This certainly be- 
longs to the Vitals of the Chriſtian Practice. How 
can we bc Chriſtians, if we have not the Love of 
God in us? And can we have the Love of God, 
if we have not Love to our Neighbour ? If a Man 
ſay that he Joveth God and loxeth not his Brother 
be is a Liar (b); or have we any Love to our 
Neighbour, if we are regardleſs of his moſt valu- 
able Concerns? Is it a Matter of Indifferency to 
us, whether he be brought to the Knowledge of 
God and a Saviour or not? Whether he live in 
a Courſe of Vice, or the Practice of Vertue > If 
we have no Concern of this Kind, no Bowels of 
Pity towards poor Souls, that live without God, 
without Chriſt in the World, then we are void of 
true Charity, which the Apoſtle calleth, a fulfl- 
ling of the whole Law (c). 
Beſides, it we do not good to our Neighboug 
in the manner we have ſaid, according to our 
Abilities, and as we have Opportunity, we tranſ- 
greſs the Rules of Juſtice, as well as the Laws of 
Chriſtian Mercy and Charity. 
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(a) Luke vi. 36. (6) 1 John iv. 20. (c) Rom. xii i. 16. N pe | 
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You who are raiſed | «6 in reſpe& of 
worldly Circumſtances, have all the Conveniencies 
and Comtorts of Life, with all the Means of Im- 
provement in Knowledge, while others have not 
the Neceſſaries, either for Soul or Body; from 
whence, do ye imagine, is this Difference? Tis not 
from any natural Cauſe; the poor partake of the 
ſame humane Nature; and as little is it owing to 
Men's Merit, as if they deſerved it at the Hands of 
God; 'tis purely the ſovereign Will of Divine Pro- 
vidence, that hath made the difference betwixt High 
and Low, Rich and Poor. Now, it we will allow 
It agreeable to the Notion we have of God, that 
he who has created Men, has provided Things 
neceflary for their Subſiſtence and Improvement; and 
yet in Fact, ſuch a viſible Diſtin&ion is made a- 
mongſt Men: We muſt conclude, that che Portion 
of the Poor is lodged by God himſelf in the Hands 
of the Rich, to whom is committed the Care of the 
Deſtitute. It is in this Matter, as the ancient Phi- 
loſophers fancy'd concerning the Riſe and Continu- 
ance of Rivers and Fountains, ſo neceſſary for the 
Uſe of Man; In the beginning of the World, ſay 
they, the great Creator gathered the liquid Element 
into one Place, not purely to make a ſtanding Col- 
lect ion ct Waters we call a Sea, and to fill a pro- 
fouud Abyſs, or yet to afford only an extended 
Empire to thoſe Leviathans they nouriſh, to take 
their Paſtimes therein ; but that from thence, as the 
great Reſervoir, the Waters in ſeveral Canals,ſhould 
be difperſed over all the Earth, with Regularity 
and Uſefulneſs. Such is the Divine Intention with 
reſpect to the Abundance that ſome have in Com- 
pariſon of others ; and ſuch is the Debt they ow 


to their Neighbours. And hence the primitive 
Chri- 


Chriſtian Fathers (*) (poke of uncharitable Men, as 
the molt notorious Robbers and Oppreſlors, not 
paying what they owed to their poor Neighbour,ot 
barbarouſly and cruelly witholding from him the 
good which was in his Power to do. 

Jo conclude this Diſcourſe, let us remember, 
that according to our Behaviour in this Inſtance of 
Charity, we eſtabliſh a Rule for God's Method of 
Procedure with us, as to our everlaſting Concerns ; 
and if this be not. of Weight with us, I know not 
what will. Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt has aſſured 
us, That with what Meaſure we met, it ſhall be 
meaſured to us again; and they ſhall have Fudg- 
ment without Mercy, who ſhewed no Mercy (a). 
Can there be ſtronger Expreſſions than theſe ? 
And ar the ſame Time a moſt equitable Procedure. 
Can we with any Confidence ask Mercy from God, 
when we will thew no Compaſhon to our Felluw- 
creatures? Out of the Mouth of their own Prac- 
tice, fuch Men will ſtand condemned; and the 
Sentence of uncharitable Perſons is very terrible. 
You have it in that Scheme our Saviour gives us 
of the ſolemn Proceſs of the Judgment-Day, when 
Works of Charity are ſingled out, as Reaſons of 
the Sentence, and as the diſtinguiſhing Charactets 
of good and bad Men, (a) Then ſhall the King 
ſay, Come ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit the King- 
dom, for I was an Hungry and ye gave me Meat, 
now, under one kind all Acts of Charity are com- 
prehended, I was thirſty and you gave me Drink, 
&c. Suppoſe then you ſaw the Lord Jeſus coming 
in the Clouds, and he will come again; ſuppoſe 

you 


3 
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(*) Avg. Mat, vii. 2 Serm. 219. and Ep. 54. Bern. Ep. 
42. Jer. Ce. (a) Jam. ü. 13. (6) Matth. XV. 34. 
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you heard him ſpeak tothem on the right and 


dom, enter into the Joy of your Lord: But ye 
© uncharitable Sinners, who- had neither à Heart 
to pity, nor a hand to help ; not of mine own 
would ye give me; and now let there be as 


ce great a Diſtance betwixt you and the bleſſed 
7 


Saviour, as there hatli been betwixt your Hard- 
heartedneſs and my Tenderneſs, your wretched 
Indifferency about the Good of Men, and my 
Concern for their Salvation, Depart from me ye 
« curſed, &c. ; 


And now upon the whole, I cannot think but 


ve may be convinced of our Duty, to bear hand 


5 
* 


in advancing this great and good Work of propa- 
gating the Knowledge of our bleſſed Saviour. We 


can never have a better Opportunity of bonouring 
the Lord with our Subſtance, and anſwering one of 
the great Ends of our Creation, as well as of ex- 
prefling our Gratitude to our moſt gracious Re- 
deemer ; and when God is giving Succeſs, let us 
not ſhitt and draw back. As we would obey- the 
Divine Precepts, and have the Comfort of the 
Goſpel-Promilſcs ; as we would have Peace of Mind 
at preſent, and the Approbation of our Judge here- 


after, declared in the moſt joyful Sentence, at his 


ſecond Appearance ; let us then, to all the other 
Inſtances of the Chriſtian Lie, joyn the Practice of 
this ſo neceſſary Duty, Hereby we ſhall evidence 
the Sigcerity Font Ath, Love and Obedience, 
and gur Title co eternal Life by Jeſus Chriſt our 


Lord and Saviour, Tg whom be the Kingdom, Glo- 
ry, Dominion and Power through endleſs Ages. 


1 


um ip le, + | 
Hand, Come ye bleſſed, you regarded the Poor, 

had Compaſſion on their Souls and Bodies; you 
«© have glorified me on Earth, Inberit the King- 


